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Lane. He was in fact lauded by Churchill as (after
Garrick) the greatest tragic actor of the London stage.
His reputation rests to-day upon other claims to im-
mortality. In the first place he was the father of
Richard Brinsley Sheridan, And in the second place
he constitutes an interesting problem in the life and
character of Dr. Johnson.

The Sheridans, soon after their arrival in London,
established themselves in a little house in Henrietta
Street. To this house Dr. Johnson (who had been
introduced to them by Garrick) would frequently
resort. Boswell records that Sheridan's * well-informed,
animated and bustling mind never suffered conver-
sation to stagnate; and Mrs. Sheridan was a most
agreeable companion to an intellectual man \ In the
intervals of declaiming at Covent Garden, Thomas
Sheridan indulged in the study of what he called
c Orthoepy ' and what we call c Elocution \ So pro-
ficient did he become in this hobby that he was em-
ployed by many of the Scottish aristocrats who flocked
to London during the Bute regime to teach them the
correct pronunciation of the Knglish language. One
of the most prominent of these pupils was Alexander
Wedderburn, subsequently Lord Chancellor and first
Earl of Rosslyn. ' Although/ records Boswell, * it
was too late in life for a Caledonian to acquire the
genuine English cadence, yet so successful were Mr.
Wedderburn's instructors (and his own unabating
endeavours), that he got rid of the coarse part of his
Scotch accent, retaining only as much of " the native
wood-note wild " as to mark his country : which, if
any Scotchman affect to forget, I should heartily
despise him/